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NEWS RELEASE
VALLES CALDERA TRUST SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGREEMENT TO PROTECT CULTURAL RESOURCES

(Los Alamos, NM) -- The Valles Caldera Trust is seeking public comment on its development of a programmatic agreement to protect cultural resources on the Valles Caldera National Preserve.  
The agreement is to be drawn up between the trust, the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Western Office), and neighboring Pueblos and Tribes.  It will offer the Trust a way to conduct routine management activities on the preserve in a streamlined manner.  
The Valles Caldera Trust is currently following the procedures identified in 36 CFR 800 (Code of Federal Regulations) for compliance with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act on a project-by-project basis.  The agency’s pursuit of a programmatic agreement is in accordance with 36 CFR 800.14(b).  
The draft agreement is posted on the Valles Caldera Trust’s web site at www.vallescaldera.gov  under the Library Section.   Comments on the draft should be returned to the trust via e-mail at information@vallescaldera.gov or via the mail: Valles Caldera Trust, 2201 Trinity Drive, Los Alamos, NM  87544.  Comments must be received by the close of business on Friday, May 7, 2004. 
 
The Valles Caldera National Preserve (VCNP) is a federal land unit administered by the Board of Directors of the Valles Caldera Trust, a wholly owned government corporation.  The U.S.D.A. Forest Service was the interim manager of the VCNP preserve following the land transfer from private to federal ownership.  Management of the property was formally turned over to the board of directors in August 2002.  
-- END --

