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NEWS RELEASE
SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES REMAIN OPEN AT VALLES CALDERA NATIONAL PRESERVE

-- Two short trails to close to the public -- 
(Los Alamos, NM) – Current extremely dry forest conditions have required the closing of two trails on the Valles Caldera National Preserve until conditions improve. The two trails will be closed as of Thursday, June 17 at sunrise. Other scheduled activities remain open including fishing, hiking, van tours and special events.  
The two trails to be closed to public access – Valles Grande Trail and Coyote Call Trail -- do not require reservations or fees and are accessible directly from State Highway 4.  Other hiking trails on the preserve will remain open and accommodate hikers, including trails touring Cerro del Abrigo, Cerro Seco and San Antonio Mountain.  Fishing and other activities will continue as scheduled. 
“We will continue to monitor conditions on the preserve during this dry period,” said Preserve Manager Dennis Trujillo.  “Because we control access to the preserve and offer only day use, we will continue to operate our day-use programs.”  The preserve does not offer overnight camping and the driving on the preserve by private vehicles is strictly limited.

“If the conditions don’t improve or there is a fire in the area, we may need to curtail some activities, but so far we can operate,” Trujillo added.
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 
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