Interim Decision Memo
For the

Valles Caldera National Preserve

2003 Recreation Access Fee Schedule

Valles Caldera National Preserve

Sandoval County

June 6, 2003

Introduction

In a public meeting on April 8, 2003, the Valles Caldera Trust Board of Trustees directed the staff of the Valles Caldera Trust to publish a proposed 2003 fee schedule for recreation and special programs on the Valles Caldera National Preserve.  This fee schedule would be posted for 60 days on the Preserve’s web site; the comment period would close June 7, 2003.   

In addition, the board approved a motion to designate the Executive Director as the responsible official for the decision to implement the fee structure upon review and consideration of the comments received by June 7, 2003

In order to facilitate the opening of the Preserve to the public for recreation on June 7, the Executive Director is issuing this interim decision for an period of not more than six weeks before a final decision is rendered.  

The comments received on the fee schedule will be reviewed and responses to the written comments will be posted on the Valles Caldera Trust web site in a timely fashion.  

Purpose and Need: 
An interim fee schedule is part of the Trust’s planning regarding its recreation and other public access programs.   It is designed to complement the Trust’s approach to managing access on the Preserve through a reservation system in order to provide a sense of solitude for the visitor while protecting the Preserve’s natural resources.  
Fees are not meant to discourage the public from visiting.  This initial fee schedule proposed for an interim period will be an experiment in determining at what level the public will support a daily entrance and special activity fee.  The public’s acceptance of this unique fee schedule will be monitored and feedback about the fee structure will be gathered.  
The purpose of the fee is also to provide a means of revenue support for the Preserve while in no way intended to be the only means of revenue support.  Other avenues of financial support will be developed in accordance with the intent of the Valles Caldera Preservation Act of 2000.  

Decision

In order to facilitate the opening of the Valles Caldera National Preserve, the Executive Director will set fees as recommended by staff and reviewed by the Board of Trustees until a review of public comments and a final decision memo is posted.  
The fees will be charged as follows:
Entrance Fees:


Adults -- 



$10 per day


Children (15 and under) --

$5 per day


20 percent discount for families and senior citizen 62 and over. 

Activity Fees (in addition to Entrance Fees above):
   Fishing:


Rod Fee, Adults --


$10


Rod Fee, Children (15 and under) --   $5

   Hiking:

No additional activity fee


Special Events and Activity Fees


Range from $0 to $30 depending on event and the additional costs to the Trust. 

For the purposes of this decision document, a family will be described as a group of four or more.  A group of four or more will be eligible for a 20 percent discount on entrance fees, as well as any activity fee that may be assessed.  Further, only one discount per person can be applied, e.g., a senior receiving a 20 percent discount cannot receive an additional 20 percent discount as part of a group.  
This fee schedule will be implemented on an interim basis until a review of public comments is completed and a final decision memo is prepared on or before July 14, 2003. 
Responsible Official:

  /s/
                                                                          
Date 6-6-03
GARY K. ZIEHE

Executive Director 

Valles Caldera Trust, 2201 Trinity Drive Suite C, Los Alamos, NM 87544

