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NEWS RELEASE
VALLES CALDERA TRUST BOARD TO MEET – PUBLIC INVITED
(LOS ALAMOS, NM) – The Valles Caldera Trust Board of Trustees will meet in a public meeting on Friday, September 12 from 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Hotel Santa Fe, 1501 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, NM.  The meeting will be held in the Kiva Ballroom. 
 The board will be discussing a number of items regarding the Valles Caldera National Preserve for possible decision-making.  These include revisions to the 2003 budget, the 2004 budget and Operating Plan and possibly other topics.
The Board and the public will get an update from the Valles Caldera Trust staff on the status of current recreation programs on the Preserve this summer.  There will also be discussion of the Trust’s release of a draft of the comprehensive management framework document.
The Valles Caldera Trust board conducts all its decision-making meetings in public.  Board of trustees members are appointed by the President of the United States.  Current members are:  William deBuys Ph.D. of Santa Fe, chairman; Tracy Hephner, Wagon Mound, NM; Larry Icerman, Santa Fe, NM; Barbara Johnson, Santa Fe, NM; Palemon Martinez, Valdez, NM; Tom Swetnam, Ph.D., Tucson, AZ; David Yepa, Pueblo of Jemez; Gilbert Zepeda, supervisor, Santa Fe National Forest; and Darlene Koontz, superintendent, Bandelier National Monument.  
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 

-- END --
